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An Analysis of Defects in the Design of Japanese Electoral System and
Their Impacts
HE Xiaosong

Abstract; After many years of reform, the opposition parties in Japan re-
main still too weak to play the role of monitoring and checking the Liber-
al Democratic Party (LDP), and the party system is still the multi-party
system of “one party dominates” by the LDP, and it is impossible to es-
tablish a party system in which parties take turns in governing. The lack
of uniform number of seats in the electoral districts between the House
of Representatives and the local assembly election system makes it diffi-
cult for political parties to establish solid local organizations in the local
assembly elections. The local assembly elections are mostly based on the
single register non-transferable voting system, namely, the large electo-
ral district system or the medium electoral district system, and candi-
dates mainly rely on personal support groups and “serial relationships. ”
Due to the weak local organization of the party, the LDP has failed to
establish of a clean government by engaging in profit-induced politics.
Moreover, the policy positions of national congress candidates are not
close to those of median voters, and the positions of individual support
groups and local lawmakers in the “serial relationship” affect the policy
positions of national congress candidates.

Keywords: Japanese politics; defects in design of electoral system; non-
uniform number of seats in the electoral district; local organizations;

party policy; median voter
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