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and economic and trade cooperation. However, Abe’s “balanced diplo-
macy” in the Middle East is also constrained by a variety of factors rela-
ting to structural limitations of the Japan-U. S. alliance. religious con-
flicts in the Middle East and Japan’s own lack of national strength, all
of which have made Japan inevitably face with predicaments in the
process of advancing its“balanced diplomacy”.

Keywords: Japan; Middle East; balanced diplomacy; Japan-U. S. alliance

The Policy Design Of “Principle Of Public Welfare” under The “Yamagu-
chi System” of Japan’s Komeito Party

HE Xiaosong

Abstract: Since Yamaguchi Natuo became the leader of the Komeito Par-
ty in 2009, under the “Yamaguchi System”, the Komeito Party has in-
troduced the policy design of “ the principle of public welfare”. That is
the design of building a social security system with the support of all
generations. Under the background of the increasingly serious problem
of the declining birthrate and growing aging population in Japan, the
Komeito Party has implemented the reform of social security system
with the support of all generations, and passed relevant bill amendments
in 2021 to continuously improve the social security system. In the mean-
time, especially after the outbreak of COVID-19 in 2020, the Komeito
Party offered various proposals, including ensuring the development and
supply of vaccines, paying 100 thousand yen to each citizen, and provi-
ding subsidies to the small and mediunrsized enterprises and freelancers
as well as subsidies for employment adjustment, rent support, emer-
genct support for students and support for cultural and artistic activi-
ties. Under the “Yamaguchi System”, the policy design of “the principle

of public welfare”implemented by the Komeito Party has played an im-
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portant role in policy coordination in the Liberal Democratic Party and
Komeito Party coalition government.
Keywords: Komeito Party; Yamaguchi System; principle of public welfare;

social security system supporting all generations ; policy coordination

The Impact of COVID-19 on 2020 Tokyo Governor Election and Japanese Politics
MENG Mingming

Abstract:In July 2020, Tokyo held the four-year governor election. Un-
der the general background of the impact of the COVID-19 epidemic,
more than 20 candidates including the current governor Yuriko Koike
participated in the election, and finally Yuriko Koike won the re-elec-
tion. The main reasons for Koike’s victory in the election include:stable
governing performance, a good image in epidemic prevention, good at
manipulating public opinion, the support of major political forces in To-
kyo, and the lack of competitiveness of the opposition parties, and so
on. The result of this election will be beneficial to the election of the
Koike’s “tomin first”party in the 2021 Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly E-
lection; the relationship between Koike and the Liberal Democratic Par-
ty will be temporarily eased, but it is unlikely that she will march into
the national-election. In addition, the populist trends revealed in this e-
lection deserve our further attention.

Keywords: Japanese politics; Tokyo governor election; Yuriko Koike;

“Theatre Politics”; Liberal Democratic Party of Japan
Reasons for the Increase of Elder Abuse in Japanese Families
JIANG Xinxing, ZHENG Pan

Abstract: In the social context of an increasing aging population, the
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