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New trends of Japanese Neo-liberal Reform under the Background of COV-
ID-19 Epidemic
ZHANG Jianli

Abstract: In the context of global outbreak and spread of COVID-19 ept-
demic, the disadvantages of the deepening of Japan’s reform, which fo-
cuses on the employment pattern of the neoliberal enterprises in Japan,
has been highlighted. Takenaka Hirako, a renowned expert serving for
the Japanese government, put forward a proposal to replace the current
social security system with the “unconditional basic income” system,
which has aroused heated discussion from all walks of life in Japan. Al-
though the proposal may contribute to realize the small government pur-
sued by Japanese neoliberalists, it may also weaken the foundation of
maintaining the relative stability of Japanese society. The Japanese gov-
ernment takes the principle of “self-help, mutual assistance and public
aids” from the field of disaster relief as a political slogan of building an
deal society and repeatedly emphasizes it, which will inevitably increase
the pressure of self-discipline and coordination of the people, promote
the social atmosphere of " self-responsibility’ and make the life of the
vulnerable groups suffering from the Neo-liberal reform more miserable.
Keywords: Neo-liberal reform; social security system; “unconditional

basic income” system;Self-help, mutual help and public help



